
The Shofar 

Shaare Tefila Congregation 

 

Celebrating our 63nd year Vol. 63 #4 December 2013—Kislev/Tevet 5774  

 

FROM THE RABBI’S STUDY… 

 The Pew Survey and Shaare Tefila 

 Two months ago, the Pew Research Cen-
ter published findings of its survey of the 
American Jewish community.  At the time, 

many religious organizations began a hue and a cry 
about the seemingly disturbing findings – especially 
leaders of the Conservative Movement. The findings 
showed that only 18% of the Jewish community affili-
ates with a Conservative synagogue (compared to 35% 
to Reform) and that the average age of members of 
Conservative synagogues is 55. In other words, our 
Movement is shrinking and is getting older. 

 However there are two points I want to make to 
make about this. Though the results may make it seem 
that there is no future for Conservative Judaism, that’s 
not really the case. As Dr. Jonathan Sarna pointed out 
in his comments about the survey, survey results over 
the years continue to show the decline of the synagogue 
and yet synagogues are still here. The point, though, is 
that synagogues and the denominations have always 
managed to respond with new and different program-
ming. And that is exactly what the Conservative Move-
ment needs to do now.  
 About a week after the survey results came out, the 
United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism held its 
biennial convention in Baltimore. For the first time in 
decades over 1200 people were in attendance. They 
were fired up by the survey and leaders pledged to 
work together to not only ensure the survival of the 
Movement but the success of it as well. 
 The other point is that we as a synagogue are still 
committed to Jewish life here in Olney. Survey results 
and discussions happen in the ivory tower but Jewish 
life is lived on the ground. We know what seems to 
work in our shul and we are committed to continue 
providing a community of friends that cares about one 
another, religious services that respond to our spiritual 
needs, and educational resources that help us grow 
Jewishly. That’s what synagogues are all about and to-
gether we will continue to help Shaare Tefila thrive. 
 
B’vracaha, 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
rjlayman@shaaretefila.org  

FROM THE PRESIDENT 

 I cannot tell you what a pleasure it was for me to 

say, “I am a member of Shaare Tefila,” over the 

last month.  I cannot thank enough those involved 

in Programming for bringing most compelling 

programs to our members. 

 In November we featured the last two in our four

-part series of programs entitled “Consider the Conversation - Life 

Transitions for Aging Seniors & Those Who Care About Them.”  

These programs were most interesting for members of all ages.  

The topics we explored dealt with everything from preparing legal 

documents, understanding long-term care insurance, and certainly 

the more religious and practical aspects of the funeral process and 

options.  During one of the presentations it became apparent that 

many of our congregants were unaware that Shaare Tefila has its 

own cemetery, Mt. Lebanon Cemetery, on Riggs Road in Adelphi, 

Maryland.  And we also have an arrangement with Judean Memo-

rial Gardens, in Olney Maryland, for burial locations in a special 

Shaare Tefila section.  If you are interested in pursuing the pur-

chase of burial plots for your loved ones, please contact Judy Bres-

ler, Chair of our Cemetery Committee. 

 Even though many of us are quite busy with work-related end-of

-year events and other happenings, don’t forget about what is hap-

pening at Shaare Tefila in December.  We have several musical 

Shabbat services on Friday night and on Saturday.  Please check 

the calendar for specific times for these services.  On December 7, 

the friends and family of Gershon Levin, Shaare Tefila’s Cantor 

Emeritus, will be hosting a Kiddush in honor of his special birth-

day.  On December 1, the Men’s Club is resurrecting their year-end 

tax planning breakfast featuring one of our members, Seth Cohen, 

CPA.  At the end of the month the Sisterhood is hosting a Decem-

ber 24th “Dinner and a Movie” with separate screens for children 

and adults.  The dinner theme, of course, is Chinese food.  I look 

forward to seeing you all enjoying these events. 

 One additional item I would like to note is an effort we are work-

ing on to combine the cost of High Holiday tickets with our normal 

synagogue dues.  Most local Conservative synagogues have moved 

to this model for several reasons.  For one, it is easy to understand.  

But more importantly, it is a more inclusive model that dispels the 

notion that we need to “pay to pray” on some of the most holy days 

on the Jewish calendar.  There is a lot of work and communications 

to be done about this change.  If you have any thoughts on this 

topic, please feel free to reach out to me by email and I will be sure 

to include your ideas in the discussion.  Keep an eye on this col-

umn and elsewhere for further updates on this topic.  Until next 

month, I will ... 

See you in shul, 

David Ronis,  President 

http://www.pewforum.org/2013/10/01/jewish-american-beliefs-attitudes-culture-survey/
http://www.rabbinicalassembly.org/story/pew-research-center-survey-us-jews-conference-call-dr-jonathan-sarna-d-sarna?tp=76
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FROM CANTOR WENDI FRIED: 

 My dear Shaare Tefila Family,  

It is almost impossible for me to express my and 

my family’s gratitude for this loving community. 

We have been through so much in the past few 

months and you have been there for us all the way. Your love 

and your warmth, your cards, phone messages, emails, hugs, 

kisses, sympathetic ears, comfortable shoulders… all made it 

easier to get through our loss. We thank you from the bottom of 

our hearts! Your being there made all the difference and we will 

never forget the way each one of you reached out and em-

braced us…healed us the way you did!   

 While I was in the midst of my grieving, I decided to write 

down all that I was grateful for…Included in that list are: My 

husband, my son, my parents and siblings…who are abso-

lutely incredible and have been with me always, my overall 

health, and God who was and is watching out for me always. 

 I am grateful for Rabbi Layman for the care and love that he 

showed me in my time of need…from his counsel and support, 

to his last minute undertaking of arranging services so quickly 

and leading services as well… I truly felt that he was my hero 

and I will never forget the way he was there for me, my family, 

and the community as well!  

 I am grateful for all those who stepped up at the last minute to 

lead services… Albert Schmelzer (who lead several times and 

did the prayer for the new month,) Gershon Kieval (who did a 

gorgeous Musaf I heard and learned how to do Geshem at the 

last minute!!), Paul Tilles who did double duty with leading ser-

vices and reading Torah, Reva Norken and Sarah Nachlas 

who lead singing for the hakafot, Dennis Kaye and  Rita Ru-

binstein who lead services on Shabbat and did a beautiful job 

as they always do. Because of all of you, I was able to be home 

concentrating on the healing that I needed and being with my 

family. You made that possible and I cannot thank you enough 

for your dedication and love! 

  I am grateful for Marlene Sandberg, David Ronis, and all 

the staff for all their caring and support, and all of you… such 

a loving, understanding, and compassionate community!  

 Finally, I know there is something to take with me from this 

experience and if I can learn to be even more empathetic, more 

giving, more sympathetic, more loving, more understanding to 

people going through this and more open to looking for the 

blessings in my life, then I will have made this into a more posi-

tive and productive experience. I am grateful for that as well.  

 It is with all this in mind that in the coming year, Shaare Tefila 

will be launching a new program called Refu’ah: Healing 

Through Havdalah.  

Havdalah is a service full of soulful music and ripe with meaning 

and beauty. It is a brief service that is packed with purpose and 

speaks to the transitory nature of our lives as we go through 

this journey together. It is about separation of the Holy and the 

mundane.  It is about the fragility of life.  

 It is about thankfulness for that special gift that God has given 

us of a time every week that allows for healing; physically, men-

tally, and emotionally… in whatever ways we need…and then 

encourages us to bring (Cont on next page)

 SISTERHOOD 
 
Sisterhood is proud to announce that 
we have given the congregation a 
check for $3,000 from the sale of 
scrip.  It is through your support in 

purchasing scrip that we were able to do this. Remem-
ber that as you make your purchases for the holidays 
to use scrip as often as possible. If you cannot get to 
the office, we have volunteers who will bring it to 
your home.  If you are buying food for the synagogue, 
it would be appreciated if you used scrip. 
 Attention Patrons - by now you have received your 
invitation to go to the Glenstone Museum on Decem-
ber 20 at 10:00am.  We will meet at Shaare Tefila and 
carpool to the site in Potomac.  After the tour, we will 
chat about our experiences at a local Starbucks - our 
treat!  RSVP is a must, by December 16.  Please con-
tact Ethel Levine for more information. 
 The entire congregation is invited to a Chinese Din-
ner and movie night on Tuesday, December 24 at 
5:30.  We will be showing a movie for the adults in 
the social hall and a PG movie for the  kids in the 
youth lounge. The cost is $10 for adults and $5 for 
kids 12 and under. RSVP to Ethel.j.levine@gmail.com 
and send your check to Ethel, made payable to Shaare 
Tefila Sisterhood by December 17. No reservations 
will be accepted at the door as food needs to be or-
dered in advance. 
 We would like to take this opportunity to thank Tir-
za Schmelzer-Covel for having served as our Educa-
tion VP. If you haven't noticed, she's a little busy these 
days.  We are currently in need of volunteers to lead 
our monthly Rosh Chodesh discussion groups.  Please 
contact us and let us know which month you would 
like to lead.  We have plenty of topics to suggest, if 
needed.  
 We wish you a happy secular New Year. May 2014 
bring you a year filled with good health, contentment 
and much nachas. 
  
Ethel Levine and Fran Kensky,  Co-Presidents 
  

 

mailto:Ethel.j.levine@gmail.com
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ROSE AND GEORGE TELLER PRESCHOOL  

GATES OF DISCOVERY 

     DIALOGUE 

As I have mentioned before, several teachers and I go 

to a study group each month.  The study group is com-

prised of people wanting to deepen their understanding of the Reg-

gio approach to teaching children. There are administrators, teach-

ers, parents and other interested contributors, but we all approach 

learning with an enthusiasm that is energizing. 

 In the past, each month we have focused on a different topic.  

This year, we decided to deepen our study and focus on one topic 

for the entire year.  For the 2013-2014 school year, that topic is 

dialogue. 

 The first, obvious question, is, “What is a dialogue?”  Is any con-

versation a dialogue?  Is there a difference between dialogue, con-

versation, discussion, and exchange? 

 The questions got more complex when we started applying the 

concept of dialogue to our students, many of whom are pre-verbal.  

Does a dialogue have to be verbal?  Can you dialogue with an ob-

ject?  These and many other concepts have been explored so far. 

 Dictionary.com has the following definitions of dialogue: 

 -Conversation between 2 or more persons. 

 -The conversations between characters in a novel, drama, etc. 

 -

An exchange of ideas or opinions on a particular issue, especially 

a political or religious issue, with a view to reaching an amicable 

agreement or settlement. 

 -

A literary work in the form of a conversation: a dialogue of Plato. 

 -To carry on a dialogue; converse. 

 -To discuss areas of disagreement frankly in order to resolve 

them. 

 While these are instructive as to the general usage of the word, 

they, perhaps, do not give insight into our particular usage. 

 We have decided to define dialogue as a meeting point.  This 

meeting point is defined by the When, the What, the How and the 

Who. 

 The What is the dance between inner and outer expectations.  On 

the surface, the What is the actions of dialogue.  We all love the 

What because the busier we are, the more we think we are doing, 

and the more successful we feel we are.  But, people come to a 

dialogue with the things they will share and the things they are 

afraid to share and the What can mask these, leading to a shallow-

er, less meaningful dialogue.  When you are in a dialogue, you are 

in a shared journey and you should be aim to be courageous in 

what you share. 

 The When looks at whose needs are met at any given moment.  

There are many people in our school community – children, teach-

ers, parents, administrators, Synagogue members and more.  In 

order to have a high quality dialogue, you must be mindful of the 

needs of each of these groups and come to a place not defined by 

time, but by the fulfillment of each person’s potential. 

 The How is the vision of the school.  Often we jump immediate-

ly to defining a school by its practice and strategies, but before we 

look at actions, we should look at the code of ethics.  Everyone in 

the school must be in agreement (Cont. on p. 5) 

CHAVAYA 

 The Religious School Shofar article generally looks 

ahead to events and initiatives our school will be en-

gaged in during the coming month.  There are times, 

however, when I feel it is appropriate to look back.    

 The beginning of November was our 2nd overnight Chavaya re-

treat at the Lathrop E. Smith Center.   The decision to study the 

Jewish calendar was a bit outside the norm for Jewish Education.    

While our students study individual holidays, they rarely synthesize 

how the calendar fits together.  With that in mind, I began planning 

the retreat with the following goals; 

 1.  Learn the order of the Jewish holidays and their spacing.   

 2. Familiarity with Rosh Chodesh and with the names of the He-

brew months. 

 3. Learn that the Jewish calendar is a lunar instead of a solar 

based calendar. 

 4.  How we account for leap year.  

 5. Hebrew birthdays at our school - students should feel a person-

al connection to our Calendar. 

 6. Community building opportunity. 

 While I planned for some time to be spent together (campfire, 

smores, communal meals) I felt the learning component would be 

best achieved by working with individual classes.  The Jewpordy 

Game, our last activity, served as a way to assess whether students 

mastered the material.   

 The first activity was an introduction to Rosh Chodesh.  Cantor 

Wendi did an outstanding presentation of the lunar vs. the solar 

calendar.  She provided the necessary background information on 

moon phases.  When students went outside to look at the moon they 

knew what specific moon phase to look for.  We were fortunate that 

our retreat took place on Rosh Chodesh Kislev.  We acted out the 

announcing of the New Month, as one village after another lit 

torches (flashlights) to pass the information on to the next village.  

Meanwhile our Sanhedrin (Holy Court) interrogated witnesses (see 

Facebook page) with questions taken directly from the Talmud.   

 This activity, followed by the ever popular Paper Bag Dramatics, 

strengthened the connection between the various holidays and the 

Hebrew months.  Later that night we sang around a campfire, roast-

ed marshmallows and ate smores.   Our evening ended by reciting 

Shema together in our bunks.   

 Sunday morning after breakfast we divided into classes and our 

serious study began.  The K-2 class created a class mobile of the 

Hebrew months. They also continued their Hebrew letters project.   

 The third/fourth grade wrote all the Hebrew birthdays in our 

school on popsicle sticks and stuffed them into pockets labeled with 

the Hebrew month.  Then they graphed the results.  Now we can 

see the distribution of birthdays at Chavaya.  Surprisingly, there is 

not one birthday during the month of Tishrei.  

 Our fifth/sixth/seventh grade created pages of Talmud during our 

retreat.  They learned how a page (daf) is organized with a mishna 

in the center and the commentary surrounding it.  They were given 

quotes related to time and reflected on the ideas.  Then students 

commented on each other’s ideas similar to the Talmud where the 

thread of ideas are developed and influenced by those who came 

before.  This grade also mapped the Jewish calendar using string to 

see the distances between the holidays. (Cont. on p. 5) 
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(Cont. from previous page) that light and the “lightness in spirit” 

that we find on Shabbat, with us as we go through our week.  

 All of us, every one of us, have something, whether it be in 

our present or past, from which to heal. Healing Through Hav-

dalah will be a monthly program for all those who feel the need 

to be comforted… and also who have the desire to bring the 

healing and comfort that they have experienced in their lives, to 

others. This will be a service for those needing love, affection, 

and understanding in a non-judgmental, non-invasive environ-

ment.  

 Ultimately we envision growing this program into a night of 

healing at Shaare Tefila with support groups meeting and nur-

turing occurring for those with various needs. We really want to 

do this right! Our desire is to give you all the support and love 

that we can and we want to give it to you in a helpful and pro-

ductive way. However, we can’t do that without you and your 

input. So we are looking to form a committee of those who 

would like to see this program grow into something bigger. If 

you are interested in helping and have ideas of what you think 

the community could use to promote healing in various areas, 

please get in touch with me cwfried@shaaretefila.org. 

 Again, I cannot say enough how incredibly thankful my family 

and I are for your constant support and love! May we all find the 

healing of heart, mind, body, and soul that we need in this year 

and beyond! Thank you, thank you, thank you!  

B’ahava rabah!  

Shaare Tefila Youth Groups Rock!! 
 November was a great month for our Shaare 
Tefila youth groups. We are nearing 100% 
registration and activities are underway. A 
welcome to all of our advisors:  Chloe 
Hochrad and Daniel Grosberg (Kadima); Ali 

Schumacher (Machar); and our newest advisor, Noah Stein 
(Bonim). 
They are busy working with me to plan an extraordinary 
year for our youth! 
 On November 17th, Bonim and Machar groups went 
bowling and had a pizza party at White Oak Bowling Lanes, 
in our old neighborhood!!  Kadima youth were "locked in" 
at the synagogue after the community talent show on No-
vember 16th, for the Latke Lock-In, an evening filled with a 
late night campfire, scavenger hunt, movie and sleepover. 
 Coming up on Saturday evening, December 14th, Bonim 
and Machar youth will share in Havdalah at the synagogue, 
and then carpool to the Garden of Lights light show at 
Brookside Gardens, Wheaton Regional Park, complete with 
3-D glasses, hot chocolate and cookies, a scavenger hunt for 
the Machar group, and lots of fun!  Kadima youth are meet-
ing at the Metro to go downtown for an evening of fun on 
the ice at the National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden Ice 
Rink.  Make sure to dress warmly for our December activi-
ties.  The weather is changing fast!! 
 Seaboard regional events for Kadima youth are coming up 
too.  Opportunities for socials, basketball leagues, a Shabba-
ton, and a trip to Kings Dominion are all in the plans.  Look 
for more information about these program and our chapter 
events............coming soon. 
 If you would still like to register for our youth group pro-
gram at Shaare Tefila, we welcome you to do so and invite 
your friends and neighbors with age appropriate children to 
join us too!  
 Have a great December and stay warm. 
  
Lisa Arber, Youth Director 

Looking Back..............Consider the Conversation 
  
November concluded our four-part series called Consider 
the Conversation:  Life Transitions and Planning 
Ahead.  Informative and engaging speaker programs on le-
gal and financial issues, Medicare/Medicaid, progressive 
care and housing options, rounded out our first two sessions 
in October.  November sessions included Pathways to Posi-
tive Dialogue, on November 17th, with a film, Consider the 
Conversation:  A Documentary on a Taboo Subject,  and 
JSSA panel.  On November 24th we hosted Rabbis, Rituals, 
and the Right to Know:  Jewish Life Cycle 101, led by Jonah 
Layman and Joyce Torchinsky.   We would like to thank all 
who contributed to the success of this program and thank 
all of you supported this series by attending.  We look for-
ward to your feedback as we continue to develop meaning-
ful programming for the community in a variety of areas of 
interest. 
  
Lisa Arber,  Special Programs Coordinator 

THE PURIM SHPIEL IS COMING SOON!!!   
  
Lisa Arber and Cantor Wendi Fried are calling on all 
interested Purim Shpielers for our 2014 Purim Shpiel Pro-
duction!! 
  
Like to sing......act....dance...........join us for all of the fun!  
  
 Our first rehearsal will take place on January 5th at 
12:30 pm in the Grosberg-Baumgart Chapel, when we will 
introduce you to the songs we have selected for our show 
this year!!  Rehearsals will be scheduled for most Sundays, 
12:30-2:30, with the exception of a few selected dates that 
will have later afternoon/evening Sunday rehearsals. 
 For questions, contact Lisa Arber, Special Programs Co-
ordinator, arberld@aol.com.  

mailto:cwfried@shaaretefila.org
mailto:arberld@aol.com
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Shaare Tefila Youth Group Membership Form 

(2013/2014) 

Build friendships.....have fun......and experience new 
things together! 

Bonim (Building) K-2nd Grade; Machar (Tomorrow) 3rd-5th 
Grade;  Kadima (Forward) 6th-8th Grade 

Membership Dues:   $36M/42NM (Bonim/
Machar); $48M/$55 NM (Kadima)   

Annual Dues will be used to cover administrative expenses, to 

purchase supplies, maintain the Youth Lounge, purchase 

snacks, and help offset costs related to programming through-

out the year. 

Youth Group Membership (at member rates) is open to all Shaare 

Tefila youth including Chavaya Religious School students, Day 

School students, youth unaffiliated with Chavaya or Day School envi-

ronments whose parents are members of the congregation. Non-

member rates are available for youth outside of the Shaare Tefila 

Community. 

Name __________________________________Age______ 

Grade_______ Gender ___M___F 

Bonim_____ Machar_____ Kadima ____ 

Name __________________________________Age______ 

Grade_______ Gender ___M___F 

Bonim_____ Machar_____ Kadima ____ 

Name __________________________________Age______ 

Grade_______ Gender ___M___F 

Bonim_____ Machar_____ Kadima ____ 

Total Amount Enclosed:  $ __________  

(payable to Shaare Tefila Youth Commission) 

Parent Name ______________________ 

E-mail Address ___________________________ 

Home Phone __________________________  

Cell Phone   ______________________________ 

Name of Public School and/or Private School your 

child/children attend ____________________ 

___I am a member of Shaare Tefila Congregation.  

___I am not a member of Shaare Tefila Congregation. 

I give permission for my child's picture to be used on Youth 

Department brochures, flyers, or web-sites.   
____ yes ____ no 

Please make all checks payable to Shaare Tefila Youth 

Commission and send to Shaare Tefila Congregation at 

16620 Georgia Avenue, Olney, MD  20832 or put in the 

Youth Commission box in the synagogue office. 

(Chavaya, Cont. from p. 4)  Much like the solar system model where 

planets are varying distances from the Sun, we mapped out the Jewish 

calendar observing the various distances between our holidays.  We were 

also able to describe the blocks of time such as the Omer which connects 

Passover and Shavuot.  Students noted the 4 weeks between Purim and 

Passover.  To make our physical representation of the calendar, we wore 

signs with holidays and positioned ourselves appropriately in relation to 

the holiday before and after on the calendar.   

 Our teen class examined time quotes (see below).  They grappled with 

the ideas – explaining, evaluating, modifying.   

 Time is an illusion, Albert Einstein  

 There is a time to love, and a time to hate, Ecclesiastes 

 Time flies like an arrow, fruit flies like a banana.  

 People say “Time is Money” but I say “Money is Time” for every lux-

ury costs so many precious hours of your life,  Chofetz Chaim.   

 We all took advantage of the beautiful fall morning and amazing out-

door structures to enjoy time with friends, new and old.  It is a testament 

to our wonderful families and students that our school feels like a family.  

Our older students see themselves as role models – providing examples 

of how engage with and extend a hand to their younger classmates.  I 

believe it is one of the best things about our school and taking the time to 

foster and encourage that was time well spent.   

 Lastly we played Jewpordy where I watched carefully to evaluate if the 

retreat goals were met. My favorite exchange of the retreat was the fol-

lowing: Question “Which month of the Jewish calendar is the most sad” 

Student, “Oh, well, I don’t know the name of the month but I know the 

holiday – it is Tisha B’Av”!  Let me explain why this was an amazing 

answer.  Tisha B’Av literally translates to “the ninth of Av”.  With a bit 

of prompting, the student realized that he indeed knew the name of the 

Hebrew month (Av).   

 Our retreat was tremendously successful.  Many of the students 

thanked me before leaving and handed me feedback forms with positive 

accolades about the retreat.  It was truly one of the highlights of the year.   

Thank you to all the parents who shopped, cooked, served, lit and put out 

fires and the many other related jobs.  In particular I want to thank Cantor 

Wendi for her enthusiasm and support.  It is a testament to Shaare Tefi-

la’s warmth that spending an overnight on squeaky bunkbeds with col-

leagues and students was fun for all of us.  

Aviva Janus, Education Director 

(Preschool, Cont. from p. 4) about the vision and all strategies and 

practices should reflect this shared vision. 

 The Who is the conscious as compass.  Our work with ourselves 

as educators is to elevate the level of professional consciousness at 

all times.  Only by being conscious are we able to walk through a 

true dialogue and bring real change to the places and moments we 

experience. 

 To combine the When, the What, the How and the Who into a 

meaningful exchange is difficult.  We must be willing to take 

something from each other.  This means acknowledging the possi-

bility that we have made mistakes and need to change.  For this 

reason, we are unaccustomed to true dialogue.  We are all tied to 

our ideas, but more than this, the ideas protect us and provide secu-

rity.  We must be vulnerable to truly dialogue. So although dia-

logue is seen as something to be strived for, rarely are we willing 

to accept the conditions and consequences that a true dialogue im-

plies. 

  We have only just begun to explore this concept, but as you can 

see, there is much to ponder already. 

 

Beth Adler, Early Education Director 
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Do you know …? 
Al Kliman  writes that his oldest granddaughter, Sho-
shie,  ran in AND completed the Marine Corps mara-
thon on Oct 27.  He further writes:  
I just got back from a wonderful tThanksgiving week-
end with my newly married daughter (Iris) and extend-

ed family and will be getting ready to go to Cancun in a few weeks 
with my entire family.  In February, I will sponsor a nice Kiddush and 
do the Haftorah on Feb 15 in honor of my 80th birthday.  The family 
will be coming down to participate as well.  
 Did you know you can use Kosher Mart (now Moti's Market) 
Scrip in the restaurant  at Moti’s Market.  
 Allen and Mary Wright are pleased to announce that daughter Bev 
will be installed as Commodore of the Herrington Harbour Sailing 
Association in January. Bev is following in her dad’s footsteps because 
Allen was Commodore in 1996. Bev and Allen race his sailboat 18 
Wednesdays every summer and then cruise on alternate weekends.  
 Jack Teller, Editor-in-Chief 
    ShaarePubs@verizon.net 

Have you bought scrip in 2013 yet?  

 

Did you know that from 

Jan 1 to Sep 15, 2013 

76 family units bought scrip at Shaare Tefila: 

that is $101,085.00 worth of scrip for groceries,  

medicines etc 

 

Of that amount, 5 % ,or $5054.25 has gone to  

Shaare Tefila  

If more members bought scrip, more dollars 

would go to Shaare Tefila! 

 

In case you don’t know how it works: 

You write a check for $20, $40, $50, $100 or more to 

Shaare Tefila Sisterhood.  

In return you will receive the same amount in scrip (gift 

cards or certificates) for the grocery store of your 

choice. No extra cost to you! 

Shaare Tefila receives 5% back on your purchase. 

 

Which stores accept scrip? 

 

Giant 

KosherMart (Moti’s Market) 

HMart 

Shoppers Food  

Shalom Kosher 

Lotte Plaza 

ShopRite 

 

Where to get scrip? Besides at the ST office,  

call, also for home deliveries: 

 Barbara Fink (301) 438-3149 

Judy Beiser (301) 593-6151 

Rita Rubinstein (301) 816-9686 

Adriana Sandler (301) 871-1164  

(also at morning and evening minyan) 

 
The Scrip Committee is looking forward to contacting all our 

members who have not bought this year yet, to see if they 

would like to participate in this worthwhile program.  

Your purchase of even a small amount of scrip on a 

monthly basis will greatly impact and increase funds 

for Shaare Tefila. Thank you!  

 

Together we do make a difference! 

Submitted By Barbara Fink 

VOLUNTEER OF THE MONTH  

(Image omitted, see above) 

 Please join us in congratulating Jack (Jacob) Teller, our volun-

teer of the month!  Jack is currently Editor-in-Chief of our month-

ly newsletter, the Shofar, and somehow, despite all sorts of com-

puter failures, manages to publish something every month.  Of 

course, he couldn’t do this without a long list of assistant volun-

teers, editors, proof readers and copiers/mailers.  He was on the 

Board for almost 30 years, 1983 to 2012, and held the following 

offices:  Chairman of the Board, Financial Vice President, Treasur-

er, Financial Secretary and for many administrations, Parliamen-

tarian.  He also chaired the Constitution Revision Committees that 

twice successfully updated and streamlined our founding docu-

ment. 

Jack said: “Publishing the Shofar is a daunting task each month. 

Getting contributions in on time, getting the selections to fit, get-

ting all the corrections into the master copy, getting photos in 

AND  labeled correctly, AND in the right locations, on each page.  

Phew!  I wouldn’t continue doing this if I didn’t find the project so 

worthwhile & enjoyable.” 

 “BTW, I also serve on the Religious Committee in my spare time 

and I enjoy that as well.” 

MINYANIM 

One of the many things that we are proud of at Shaare Tefila is evening 

minyan.  What a wonderful way to support one other and strengthen our 

camaraderie with each other.  To maintain this important mitzvah, it takes 

all of us.  Each and every individual is important to making the minyan.  

(It’s even okay to have more than ten people.)  For those of you who live 

close to the synagogue, that’s great.  For those who live far, look at that as 

the glass being half full.  Your drive time could be considered  Down 

time, Me time, Transition time, Think time, Time to get away from your 

family for a little while, or Time to listen to your favorite song.  Attending 

the evening minyan is a way to help your fellow man and woman.  It is 

also a chance for you to talk to God and who knows – you might even find 

a few moments of spirituality in your day.  The congregation appreciates 

your time and we thank you for attending the evening minyan during your 

assigned week. 

 

Marlene Sandberg, Religious Vice President 
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KADIMA YOUTH GROUP REGIS-
TRATION FORM 

December 14th program for Kadima 
Outdoor Ice Skating 

Please RSVP by December  9th, 2013  

All attendees must be members of the Shaare Tefila Kadima 
Youth Group and have submitted all necessary forms and fees. 

Child’s Name/s:  _____________________________  
     ____________________________________ 

Parent Name:  _______________________________ 
E-mail:  ___________________________________ 
Home Phone:  ________________________ 
Cell Phone:  __________________________ 

Emergency Contact Name:  _________________________ 
Phone:  ____________________________ 

  Cost: $23.00      # children attending: ____  
Enclosed: $__________________  

Please make all checks payable to the  
Shaare Tefila Youth Commission. 

                    -My child’s shoe size 

___ I am willing to drive (Shaare Tefila to Metro and Metro to 
Shaare Tefila) and chaperone this program if needed. 

 I can take ____  passengers. 

 

I/ We agree that my child/children may participate in the activity 
described.  I/We waive any and all claims of any and every kind 
that I could assert against Shaare Tefila, its employees, agents, 
and assigns, in connection with or arising in any way from my 

child/children participating in this activity. 

________________________________________________   
 Parent Signature    
 
_____________________________                                         
 Date 

 

CAN’T WAIT TO SEE YOU THERE! 

For more information contact your Youth Group Advisors: 

Co-Advisor Daniel Grosberg  at:  grosberg.daniel@gmail.com 
Co-Advisor Chloe Hochrad at:  chloehochrad@gmail.com 
Youth Group Director, Lisa Arber at:  arberld@aol.com   

Shaare Tefila Congregation 

KADIMA YOUTH GROUP                                               

Goes Outdoor Ice Skating 

SATURDAY, December 14TH                                                       
6:00 pm drop off – 10:30pm pick-up 

 (Both drop off and pick up at Glenmont Metro Sta-
tion escalator by the Kiss and Ride parking Lot)     

 

Kadima is going Ice Skating at The National Gal-
lery of Art Sculpture Garden Ice Rink in Washing-
ton D.C.  

We will meet at the Glenmont Metro Station esca-
lator by the Kiss and Ride parking Lot at 6:00 pm 
to ride the metro into DC, then 2 fun filled hours 
of ice skating and hot chocolate!   

Cost: $23 

Includes: Metro Pass to and from Glenmont Sta-
tion to Judiciary Square Metro Station 

2 hours of Ice Skating and Skate Rentals 

Hot Chocolate 

Please RSVP by December 9th 

mailto:grosberg.daniel@gmail.com
mailto:chloehochrad@gmail.com
mailto:arberld@aol.com
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=5Y9wEZAXeS99pM&tbnid=QEaMQwLQilZFgM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http://cherryhillpark.wordpress.com/tag/sculpture-garden-ice-rink/&ei=qBd9Uu-rIYrOkQeR0oC4Cg&bvm=bv.56146854,d.eW0&psig=
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Darin Pontell Marilyn Pontell 
Steven Pontell Marilyn Pontell 
Harold Makoroff Marilyn Pontell 
Max Eskin Marvin & Charlotte Eskin 
Ethel Goldstein Morton & Ina Goldstein 
Harold Dick Paul & Sarah Dick 
Phil Bubes Paul & Sarah Dick 
Ida Dick Paul & Sarah Dick 
Louis Lipsky Phillip Goldman 
Sara Kleiner Ricardo & Marianne  
 Kleiner 
Anna Solomon Robert & Helen Solomon 
William Wolf Roy & Michele Peck 
 Saul & Sherry Cohen 
Miriam LaPorte Ruth Newhouse 
Irving Sragow Ruth Newhouse 
Jeannette Sragow Ruth Newhouse 
Lillian Zendel Sheila Marcus 
Leonard Herson Sondra Herson 
Max Steinberg Sylvia Binder 
Raymond Waganheim Zelick & Carol  
 Waganheim 

Speedy Recovery to 
Rachel Gilker Roy & Michele Peck 
 

Harold Fink Israel Quest Fund 
In honor of 
Barbara Fink Jules & Zelma Fink 
 

Martin S. Halpern Adult Education Fund 
In memory of 
Samuel Goldstein Rose Halpern 
Goldie Goldstein Rose Halpern 
 

Nathan Rubinstein Youth Fund 
In memory of 
William Wolf Rita Rubinstein 
 

Paver Program 
In memory of 
Brenda Wagschal Stanley & Roz Moskowitz 
 

Rabbi's Discretionary Fund 
In honor of 
Our Shabbat Aliyah Philip & Carol Wendkos 

In memory of 
Jane Harkaway Bill & Barbara Harkaway 
Brenda Wagschal Cookie & Gil Rubloff 
 Dori and Larry Blessing 
 Iris Grossman 
 Paul and Beverly Silpe  

DECEMBER TRIBUTES 
Andrea Z. Tilles Memorial Chesed Fund 
In honor of 
The Chesed Commitee  Barry & Roni Polisar 

Ethel Levine's Simchat Torah honor  Gary & Betsy 
  Morgenstern 
The Chesed Fund  Jules & Zelma Fink 

In memory of 
Gertrude Froehlich Al and Lynn Finkel 
Brenda Wagschal Fran Goodman 
 The Friday Card Group 
William Wolf Jack & Bess Teller 
 Larry & Ellie Alpert 
 

Building Fund 
In honor of 
Max Kantzer's special birthday  Jack & Bess Teller 

In memory of 
Aron Flyer  Irving & Mildred Flyer 
 

Cantor's Discretionary Fund 
In honor of 
Art and Joy Podolsky’s Anniversary Deborah Letow 

Speedy Recovery to 
Cantor Wendi Fried Ira & Ethel Levine 
 Ralph & Ecille Shapiro 
 Maury & Charlotte  
 Potosky 
  

D. Joseph Williamowsky Scholar-in-Residence Fund 
In memory of 
Brenda Wagschal Manny & Biddie Ginsburg 
Rita Margolis Manny & Biddie Ginsburg 

Speedy Recovery to 
Miriam Ginsburg Ila Swartz 
 

Education Fund 
In honor of 
Ethel Levine’s Simcha Torah  Honor Gary & Betsy  
 Morgenstern  
Freda's special birthday Paula Rubenstein 

In memory of 
William Wolf Alan & Adriana Sandler 
Joseph Golfer Anne Golfer 
Irving Podolsky Art & Joy Podolsky 
Brenda Wagschal Barbara Rosenblum and  
 Irwin Wernick 
Albert Kisliuk Bernice Kisliuk 
Jennie Harkaway Bill & Barbara Harkaway 
Brenda Wagschal Carol Yancey 
 Dan & Deb Devine 
 Joseph Bui 
 Harriet Moore 
Nathan Kale David Kale 
Albert Reinach Ellen Reinach 
Frieda Reinach Ellen Reinach 
Henry Beiser Gilbert & Judith Beiser 
Rose Schlaffer Jay & Joyce Feinstein 
Lillilan Platt Jules & Zelma Fink 
Rose Shapiro Lee Lunden 
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BONIM AND MACHAR YOUTH GROUPS 

I would like to join my friends for a magical evening on 

Saturday, December 14th at: 

THE GARDEN OF LIGHTS 

Please submit form by December 10th, 2013 

Youth Name:  
____________________________ 
____Bonim (K-2nd)    ___Machar (3rd-5th) 

Youth Name:  
____________________________ 

____Bonim (K-2nd)    ___Machar (3rd-5th) 

Parent Name: ________________________ 

E-mail:  ____________________________ 

Home Phone: ________________________ 

Cell Phone:  _________________________ 

Emergency Contact Name: ______________ 

Phone:  _______________________ 

Cost:  $10.00 per youth attending;   

# children attending:  ____ ;  

#parents (if attending w/child)  ____ 

Enclosed: $__________________  All checks 
should be made out to Shaare Tefila Youth Com-
mission. 

___ I am willing to chaperone this program. ___ I 
am willing to drive.  I can take ____ additional 
passengers. 

I/ We agree that my child/children may participate in the 
activity described.  I/We waive any and all claims of any 
and every kind that I could assert against Shaare Tefila, 
its employees, agents, and assigns, in connection with or 
arising in any way from my child/children participating in 
this activity. 

 

____________________________________________     
                                                     Parent Signature                                             
____________________ 
Date 

BONIM AND MACHAR YOUTH GROUPS 

Join us for a magical evening that will light up your life! 

THE GARDEN OF LIGHTS                    
Brookside Gardens, Wheaton Regional Park.                                          

1800 Glenallan Avenue, Wheaton, MD 20902  

Saturday Evening, December 14th, 2013, 6:00 pm                

Havdalah, Garden Walk & Scavenger Hunt, Hot 

Chocolate & Cookies 
 Cost:  $10.00 per person, includes 3-D Glasses 

Checks should be written to "Shaare Tefila Youth 

Commission" 
Note:  Carpooling will be arranged from Shaare Tefila, follow-

ing Havdalah, to save on entrance fees.   Look for more infor-

mation in the form of group e-mails, Daf, and fliers at the syna-

gogue.  For more information, please contact Lisa Arber, Youth 

Director, at arberld@aol.com. 

 

Don't miss all  of the fun!  Just visualize close to one million twinkling col-

orful lights shaped in imaginative displays throughout the gardens. Come 

enjoy the four seasons illuminated as giant summer sunflowers, autumn 

leaves, winter snowflakes, spring flowers, rain showers, and more. Walk 

along the easily accessible paths with your Shaare Tefila friends and enjoy 

hundreds of wrapped trees and shrubs, beautifully lighted gazebos, cascad-

ing fountains, and the individually formed displays in the shapes of bloom-

ing flowers and wild animals. Look for moving displays such as a flock of 

geese, or an 11 foot giraffe covered with 9,000 lights. This festive, secular 

light show, now in its 15th season, is a tradition in the Washington, DC area 

drawing close to 40,000 visitors each winter.  Join Bonim and Machar youth 

groups,  as we make it a night to be remembered! 
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SHAARE TEFILA CONGREGATION 

KIDDUSH ORDER FORM 
Mazel Tov on your upcoming simcha!    

Please complete this form & mail or email it at least FOUR (4) weeks before your event to: 
Jill Goldwater, Executive Director;   jgoldwater@shaaretefila.org 

Shaare Tefila Congregation;  16620 Georgia Ave.;  Olney, MD 20832 

Keep in mind that certain items may not be available if this form is not received BY THE DUE DATE.  

NAME: ____________________________________________________ PHONE: ____________________-_____ 

KIDDUSH DATE: ____________________ 
EVENT: ___________________________________________________ 

# ROUND TABLES NEEDED, IF MORE THAN 6 TABLES ARE REQUIRED (AT $5 ea): _______   

# OF NON-MEMBER GUESTS: ______   
# RESERVED TABLES: ________ 

NAME OF KIDDUSH SPONSOR: ____________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_____ Basic Kiddush:  June through August = $205; September through May = $300 
+ $30 for each additional ten (10) guests 

 
_____ “B’nai Mitzvah” Kiddush: June through August = $520; September through May = $775 

 $70 for each additional ten (10) guests

 

 Additionally, for the B’nai Mitzvah Kiddush, you must provide two bottles of liquor; otherwise you will be billed 
accordingly.  Please ensure that the liquor has proper kosher certification. 
_____ My Kiddush will be catered; minimum usage fee; $400.  Other fees may apply. 

Supplements (use number of non-member guests for calculating guest charges): 
The above listed items are fixed, however some additions/customizations can be made.  You may order additional items at your expense 
from any of the approved caterers or kosher markets.  Any item(s) you bring in must be certified kosher according to our approved list and 
must remain sealed until delivered to the synagogue.  Please note: any items you are providing need to be delivered and checked in at the 
synagogue before Friday at noon. 
Please circle any of the following items you will be providing:/Kippot//Candy (certified Kosher only)//Centerpieces//Napkins//Table Covers 
 
TO PACKAGE YOUR LEFTOVERS, if any, you must provide a new package of zip bags and a new package of plastic containers.    
Nothing may be removed from the synagogue before Havdalah on Saturday evening.  Any leftovers remaining in the kitchen on the follow-
ing Tuesday will be donated.  Please check here if you would like your items donated to Chesed_____ 
Prices are driven by the economy and are therefore subject to change.  Some items may be subject to availability. 
Rev. 10/8/12 

2 uncut challahs Hummus and pita chips Assorted sweets Instant coffee, tea and soda 
Paper goods 

Bagels & cream cheese Vegetable tray Hummus and pita chips 
2 uncut challahs Assorted sliced cheese  

Choice of two of the following proteins: Herring 
Egg salad Tuna salad Gefilte fish 

Choice of one of the following sides: Assorted sweets 
Pasta salad Carrot & Raisin Salad Cottage cheese/peaches and/or 

Greek yogurt/granola 
Urn of brewed coffee, tea, and soda Paper goods 



The Shofar 
Shaare Tefila Congregation 

301-593-3410 
 

www.shaaretefila.org or info@shaaretefila.org 
 
Rabbi Jonah Layman 
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Rabbi Emeritus Martin S. Halpern, Z”L 
Cantor Emeritus Gershon E. Levin 
President David Ronis 
Executive Director Jill Goldwater 
Education Director Aviva Janus 
Early Education Director  Beth Adler 
Family, Youth and  
Special Programs Director  Lisa Arber 
Youth Director Lynn Berk 
Shofar Editor-in-Chief Jack Teller 
Shofar Editor Wendy Abraham 
Shofar Editor Doreen Bonnett (Tober) 
Shofar Editor Jesse Stiller 
Shofar Advertising Manager Julie Mintz 

 

SHAARE TEFILA 

16620 Georgia Avenue 

Olney, Maryland 20832 

301 593 3410 

Click here for our Calendar 

http://shaaretefila.org/wp02/whats-happening/calendar-3/

