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Power in the Spirit is an inspirational conference for everyone who 
wishes to explore God’s call to service through joyous worship, Bible 
Study, keynote addresses, workshops, and fellowships.  In addition, 
congregational leaders, teachers, organists, choir directors, choir 

members, committee or council members, family life consultants, 
pastors and others will find POWER IN THE SPIRIT especially 

nurturing and challenging as they consider their mission and ministry. 
 
 

Registration materials will be available in spring 2014 
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Keynote Speaker 

 

Bishop Elizabeth Eaton 

Bible Study Leader 

 

The Rev. Rolf Jacobson 

July 10-12, 2014 

 

Roanoke College 

Mark you calendars today to join us!   

 

Start recruiting a group from your  

congregation to attend together! 



The Rev. Elizabeth A. Eaton was elected as the 
ELCA’s fourth presiding bishop at the 2013 ELCA 

Churchwide Assembly. 

Born in Cleveland on April 2, 1955, Eaton earned a 
Master of Divinity degree from Harvard Divinity 
School in Cambridge, Mass., and a Bachelor of Arts 
degree in music education from the College of 

Wooster in Wooster, Ohio. 

Ordained June 4, 1981, Eaton served as assistant 
pastor of All Saints Lutheran Church in Worthington, 

Ohio; interim pastor of Good Hope Lutheran Church in Boardman, Ohio; and 
pastor of Messiah Lutheran Church in Ashtabula, Ohio. She was elected bish-
op of the ELCA Northeastern Ohio Synod in 2006 and re-elected in May 2013.  
 
Eaton is involved in a number of boards and committees. She is a board mem-
ber of Trinity Lutheran Seminary and Capital University, both based in Colum-
bus, Ohio. She is a member of the Lutheran Episcopal Coordinating Committee 
and the ELCA Conference of Bishops Executive Committee. She also serves 
on the Conference of Bishops Domestic Ready Bench and serves in roles with 
the ELCA Malaria Campaign, the Lutheran Metropolitan Ministry, PORTICO 
Philosophy of Benefits Task Force, Ohio Council of Churches and Lutheran 

Planned Giving in Ohio. 

Prior to her election, Eaton was the liaison bishop to the ELCA Church Council 
and a member of the ELCA Memorials Committee for the 2007, 2011 and 2013 
ELCA Churchwide Assemblies. She served as a delegate to The Lutheran 
World Federation Assembly in Budapest in 1984, on the review team for Lu-
theran Episcopal dialogues in 1982, and she was a part of the delegation from 
the ELCA’s predecessor church bodies to the German Democratic Republic in 

1982. 

Eaton’s husband, the Rev. T. Conrad Selnick, an Episcopal priest, is pastor of 
St. Christopher’s-by-the-River in Gates Mills, Ohio. They are parents of two 

adult children, Rebeckah and Susannah.  

Rolf Jacobson joined the Luther Seminary 

faculty as assistant professor of Old 

Testament in July 2003. Prior to joining the 

Luther Seminary, he taught at Augsburg 

College, Minneapolis, as an assistant 

professor of religion. 

Jacobson earned his bachelor's degree 

from the University of St. Thomas, St. Paul, 

Minn. in 1987. He holds a master of divinity 

degree from Luther Seminary (1991) and a 

doctor of philosophy degree from Princeton 

Theological Seminary, Princeton, N.J. (2000). 

His teaching interests include the Psalms, Old Testament prophets, 

biblical poetry, biblical theology, and biblical narrative. He emphasizes 

that the purpose of a biblical text is not just for preaching or teaching, 

although these are crucial functions. He says the Scriptures must also 

be used in pastoral care, personal spiritual growth, and for the shaping 

of Christian mission and theology. In addition, it can also function as a 

catalyst for change and growth within a congregation. 

Ordained in 1991, Jacobson served for five years as associate pastor 

of Como Park Lutheran Church in St. Paul before continuing his 

education at Princeton Theological Seminary. At Princeton, he was the 

assistant editor for Theology Today and The Princeton Seminary 

Bulletin. He also served as a teaching fellow. 

Jacobson is a in-demand speaker and author, who produces 

theological and biblical scholarship for both the church and the 

academic guild.  He recently served as editor of Crazy Talk: A Not-So-

Stuffy Dictionary of Theological Terms, whose authors included three 

recent Luther Seminary graduates.  His articles have appeared in Word 

and World, Theology Today, Interpretation, Teaching Theology and 

Religion, and in many collections of scholarly essays. With Kelly Fryer, 

he wrote the No Experience Necessary Bible studies.  He has been a 

contributor to Augsburg Fortress's Handbookseries (The Lutheran 

Handbook, The Christian Handbook, etc.),Workingpreacher.org, 

Lectionary Homiletics, and the like.  His credits also include appearanc-

es in many video curricula, including The Lutheran Course. 


