
When the grand jury decided not to indict a po-
lice officer in the Eric Garner case, I joined the 
protests near Rockefeller Center and found my-
self behind two white women in a heated ex-
change. One had an American Girl shopping bag; 
the other woman carried a sign that said, “Black 
Lives Matter.”

The woman with the American Girl shop-
ping bag said, “I don’t know why these people are 
out here.” 

And the woman with the “Black Lives Mat-
ter” sign said, “We are out here because this is a 
travesty of justice.” 

The woman with the shopping bag retorted, 
“Well there is a time and place for everything 
and this is neither the time nor the place. This is 
Christmas, for God’s sake.” 

And the woman with the protest sign re-
plied, “Hello, this is EXACTLY what Christmas is 
about! This puts the Christ in Christmas.”

The woman with the “Black Lives Matter” 
sign kept moving, this one woman, in one of 
those puffy coats, following the crowds into the 
sea of protesters, her homemade sign a distin-
guishing symbol. Here was one white woman 
taking on another white woman to change the 
story. She was the one, right then, right there, to 
be the change. 

Our country is in a hot mess; too many dead 
brown and black bodies to call it a coincidence. 
Two dead police officers, shot in a retaliatory rage. 
This violence belies this truth: Every life matters
and we simply must reform the way we engage 
one another to honor that fact. We are the ones 
to make it so.

Years ago, when I felt called to ministry, 
I thought that I would have nothing to bring 
and no gift to offer. Newly divorced at the time, I 
thought I was a failure. And my mentor Michael 
Livingston said, “The thing is… God wants to use 
someone just like you, someone who is broken-
hearted, to reach others who are broken-hearted. 
You don’t have to be the perfect one, or the good 
one, you just have to be the one. Can you do this 
thing? Hell yeah! Be the one!”

On a recent Saturday, my 
husband, two dear friends, 
and I were among the 50,000 
marching for this violence to stop now. As 
we stepped out of Washington Square Park, I 
thought, “I wish I had organized a central meet-
ing place for all of my Middle Collegiate Church 
peeps.” Then, in the sea of multicultural, multira-
cial bodies, in the cacophony of voices, I heard a 
familiar one. Darren Johnston, one of our young 
adults, was lifting his theatrically trained voice, 
loudly chanting, “Hands up – don’t shoot!” Over 
and over and over again. When I asked, “Is your 
voice tired?” he replied, “I know my role. This is 
what I am supposed to do.”

Darren knew that he was the one, so he be-
gan to chant, “Black Lives Matter!” in a lyrical 
and powerful voice, like a prayer, like a song, like 
a prophecy.

At Christmas, we celebrate the fulfillment of 
prophecy; Isaiah foretold a child who would be 
called Prince of Peace. This vulnerable baby would 
be sent to heal the world. According to the Gospel 
of Matthew, Jesus comes from a multi cultural 
people, who Dr. Cain Hope Felder calls Afro-
Semitic. The true reason for the season is that Je-
sus is the expected one, the anointed one, to liber-
ate God’s people and usher in a time of peace. He 
is the one whose life makes all of us children of 
God, and therefore peacemakers. In other words, 
because he is the one, we are the ones.

Now, you don’t have to believe in the child-
of-God concept to be the one. Open your heart 
to believe this saying that is so important and so 
well quoted, we can’t be sure of its origins: You 
and I are the ones we’ve been waiting for.

Be the one. Be the change. 

“Human progress is neither automatic nor 
inevitable... Every step toward the goal 
of justice requires sacrifice, suffering, and 
struggle; the tireless exertions and pas-
sionate concern of dedicated individuals.” 
—Martin Luther King, Jr.

You will be on a jury. You will be on a grand 
jury. You will be talking with a woman on the 

Be the OneWatch live on middlechurch.org

Celebration! Worship 
at 11:15 am 
JANUARY 4 
Epiphany 
“Rumor Has It”  
Natalie Perkins, preacher  
Middle Church Choir 
Communion 
Family Worship

JANUARY 11 
VISION SUNDAY  
Baptism of Jesus  
“Down by the Riverside”  
Jacqui Lewis, preacher  
Middle Church Choir 
New Members Welcomed

JANUARY 18 
Martin Luther King Sunday  
“You Called Me?” 
Jacqui Lewis, preacher  
Middle Church Choir 
MCJJ Gospel Choir

JANUARY 25  
“Now Is the Time”  
Adriene Thorne, preacher 
Middle Church Choir

Art & Soul Worship  
at 6:00 pm 
JANUARY 4 
Epiphany 
“Prisoners of Hope”  
Alisa Joyce, preacher 
Middle Community Chorus  
Communion
JANUARY 11 
Baptism of Jesus  
“Hold Your Breath”  
Jim Kast-Keat, preacher 
Middle Community Chorus 
New Members Welcomed

JANUARY 18 
Martin Luther King Sunday  
“You Called Me?”  
Jacqui Lewis and  
Jim Kast-Keat, preachers  
Middle Community Chorus

JANUARY 25 
“Here Comes the 
Reign of God”  
Jacqui Lewis, preacher  
Middle Community Chorus
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street with an American Girl bag, or leading chants in a march 
or writing a tweet or a blog or making a phone call when you can 
change the story. You will be a clergy leader dying in for justice. 
You will be sitting at dinner with your family and they just don’t 
get it. But you can help them see.

Take a step toward the goal. Be the one. Be the change.
I know, you might be thinking that you are not qualified to 

be the one.  You might wonder like I did, like so many people do, 
if you have the right stuff, if your voice matters.

You do, it does. Even though you are afraid, take a deep 

breath, claim the courage, be the one. Can you and I do this 
thing? Hell yeah!

Be the one. At your family dinner table. In the bar at happy 
hour. At your job. In the cafeteria. In the classroom or at rehears-
al. In the courtroom, in a chat room. In your church, in the choir, 
in your synagogue or in your mosque. 

Be the change. Be the one.
Love, 
Jacqui

Jacqui Lewis is Senior Minister at Middle Collegiate Church.  

Christina Fleming is Director of Outreach and  Communications at Middle Collegiate Church.  
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On December 18, The Rev. Dr. Jacqui 
Lewis and Minister Chad Tanaka Pack 
were lying in the street at West 120th 
Street and Broadway, taking part in a 
clergy “die-in” near Union Theologi-
cal Seminary with more than 200 faith 
leaders from diverse religious tradi-
tions. “This is what theology looks like,” 
Union students have said. It’s part of an 
action that Jacqui and clergy around the 
city and country have been organizing.

Middle Church has been praying, 
organizing, and marching since grand 
juries in Ferguson and New York decid-
ed not to indict police officers who killed 
Mike Brown and Eric Garner.

After the grand jury decision in 
Ferguson, our multiracial congregation 
gathered for Sunday morning worship 
on November 30 to mourn, to comfort, 
and to seek peace from God through the 
music of the Middle Church Choir, a gos-
pel ensemble, and Jacqui’s preaching. 
This worship was shared throughout 
the tristate area on NY1, WPIX, NBC4, 
and Fox 5.  

The evening after the grand jury 
decision in New York, this excerpt from 
Jacqui’s sermon was featured on local 
television news and in a Huffington Post front-page blog: “These 
United States were built on a fault line called racism and that line 
has cracked wide open. The way to repair the breach and fix what 
is broken is to work toward racial reconciliation. That means 
engagement, relationships, and courageous conversations that 
open our hearts to each other.” 

That same evening, Jacqui attended a protest near Rock-
efeller Center. The next day, Jacqui, Chad, Alisa, Christina, and 
Middle members met in Foley Square to protest. Al-Jazeera Eng-
lish interviewed Jacqui live at the site.

The following Sunday, December 7, 
Jacqui was interviewed on MSNBC’s Me-
lissa Harris-Perry in her segment, “Race 
Talk”. On Monday, December 8, Jacqui 
joined more than 40 multifaith clergy at 
a die-in in the rotunda of City Hall and 
asked the City Council to demand a spe-
cial prosecutor to investigate excessive 
force and wrongful death cases by police 
officers, and, in particular, for the case of 
Eric Garner. The image of this die-in was 
on the front page of The New York Times. 
The event was covered widely in the 
New York Daily News and NY1. Links can 
be found at http://www.middlechurch.
org/about/news/working-for-change.

On Saturday, December 13, Middle 
members and staff participated in both 
the Washington Square march and the 
Washington, D.C. march. Middle Church 
sermons in response to the grand jury 
decisions have been some of our most 
widely watched YouTube videos this 
year.

Following the December 18 die-in, 
Jacqui was interviewed about the intent 
of Christmas on Shift, MSNBC.com’s new 
digital platform, on the program Nerding 
Out. Jacqui shared that Christmas is the 

time to stand for the liberation of all people just as Christ did. 
On Monday, December 22, clergy participated in a pray-in 

for the families of two police officers who were killed in Brooklyn 
and for an end to senseless killing and violence everywhere.

It is a part of our Middle Church vision to speak and act 
about our theology outside our sanctuary walls. We stand on the 
shoulders of the civil rights movement, seeking to live out the 
church’s call for racial reconciliation. Thank you for the many 
ways each of you works for real change through the ministry of 
Middle Church.

This Is What Theology Looks Like BY CHRISTINA FLEMING

E-Sports at College, With Stars and Scholarships

Continued on Page B2

By NICK WINGFIELD

Loc Tran is a big man on cam-

pus at San Jose State University

in Northern California.

“A lot of people stop me when

I’m walking,” said Mr. Tran, a 19-

year-old sophomore, who speaks

in quick and confident bursts.

“They congratulate me.”

But Mr. Tran is not a star on

the football team, or a leader in

student government. He is a top

player on the school’s compet-

itive video game team, helping

San Jose State claw its way to

victory in June over California

State University, Fullerton, in a

tournament watched online by

nearly 90,000 people. When the

new school year started this fall,

classmates’ heads swiveled to-

ward him when professors said

his name during roll call.

“I thought that was pretty

cool,” Mr. Tran said.

Video game competitions, also

known as e-sports, have taken off

on campuses across the country,

including Harvard and Florida

State University. More than

10,000 students now play in the

biggest college league, 4,400

more than last year and 4,600

more than the number of men

who play on Division I college

basketball teams.

The stakes keep climbing, too:

Winning a big tournament can 
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Late Edition

Today, increasingly windy, heavy

rain, coastal flooding, high 44. To-

night, windy, showers, low 40. To-

morrow, cloudy, windy, showers,

high 41. Weather map, Page B14.

$2.50

By MICHAEL SCHWIRTZ

A correction officer who was

on duty when a homeless veteran

died in an overheated cell at Rik-

ers Island was charged on Mon-

day with lying on jail records,

falsely claiming she had checked

on the inmate that night, accord-

ing to prosecutors.

The charges against the officer,

Carol Lackner, come 10 months

after the death of Jerome Mur-

dough, who was arrested on tres-

passing charges in February af-

ter seeking shelter from the cold

in the stairwell of a Harlem pub-

lic housing project. Officer

Lackner so far is the only person

to face criminal charges in the 56-

year-old man’s death, which pro-

voked condemnation from New

York City leaders and drew atten-

tion to deep-seated problems at

Rikers that have become the fo-

cus of federal and city investiga-

tors.
Officer Lackner, 34, said in an

interview that she was not the

only one on duty that night and

complained that none of her su-

pervisors had been similarly pun-

ished.
“I don’t know why I’m getting

all the blame,” she said.

Officer Lackner, who pleaded

not guilty at her arraignment on

Monday afternoon in State Su-

preme Court in the Bronx, was

not directly charged with Mr.

Murdough’s death. Instead, she

was indicted on charges of falsi-

fying business records and of-

fering a false instrument for fil-

ing, both felonies, and other mis-

demeanors, including official

misconduct.

Earlier, Officer Lackner had re-

jected a deal offered by prosecu-

tors to plead guilty to a misde-

meanor and resign from the Cor-

CHARGE IN DEATH

AT RIKERS: LYING

Guard Is Said to Falsify 

Inmate Check Record

Continued on Page A28

By JODI RUDOREN

JERUSALEM — When Israel

was founded nearly seven dec-

ades ago, its Declaration of Inde-

pendence clearly defined the new

nation as a Jewish state.

But the document also en-

shrined democracy as a core

principle, ensuring “complete

equality of social and political

rights to all its inhabitants.”

Now Israelis and Jews abroad

are roiled by debate over wheth-

er Israel can continue to be both

a Jewish homeland and the lone

democracy in a region torn apart

by ethnic and religious strife.

Israel’s Parliament was dis-

solved on Monday in part over

legislation proposed by Prime

Minister Benjamin Netanyahu

and other ultranationalist politi-

cians that some Israelis fear

would elevate the state’s Jewish-

ness above its democratic char-

acter, exposing the inherent ten-

sion in the nation’s core princi-

ples with a law that critics say

would subject a fifth of its citizens

to permanent second-class sta-

tus.
After a tumultuous year of

failed peace talks with the Pales-

tinians, a grueling war with mil-

itants in the Gaza Strip, continu-

ing terrorist attacks and swelling

criticism in Europe and the Unit-

ed States, Israel, still an adoles-

Bill on Status as Jewish State

Fuels an Israeli Identity Crisis

Continued on Page A14
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Successes in isolating ISIS militants

have galvanized Iraq to push for a win-

ter offensive to wrest control of Mosul

from the group, months ahead of sched-

ule and over U.S. warnings. PAGE A11

INTERNATIONAL A4-14

An Iraqi Bid to Retake Mosul 
A special issue tracks the progress of

NASA’s Curiosity rover, below, exam-

ines whether Mars had the potential for

life, explores the riddle of the planet’s

vanished atmosphere and visits people

who long to make a one-way trip to

Earth’s neighbor. 
PAGE D1

SCIENCE TIMES D1-7 

What’s New on Mars
Striving to expand homeownership, the

government released details of a plan to

let people obtain mortgages with much

smaller down payments than the stand-

ard 20 percent. 
PAGE B1

BUSINESS DAY B1-10

Buying a Home, With 3% Down

A case involving the deaths of a string of

older men romantically tied to the same

woman has captivated much of Japan

and focused attention on widespread

fears of aging alone. PAGE A6 

Japan’s ‘Black Widow’ 

The account of a rape at a University of

Virginia fraternity house has quickly

turned to a political debate playing out

on social media. 
PAGE A16

NATIONAL A16-22

Rape Account Kindles Debate

The HBO program addressed rape on

Sunday in an episode that Aaron Sorkin

called provocative and others say was

disparaging of victims. PAGE C1

ARTS C1-9

‘Newsroom’ Joins the Fray

A new rule would allow South Korea to

send Olympic sports like luge to a coun-

try better equipped for them. PAGE B16

SPORTSTUESDAY B12-18

Hosting (Some of) the Games 

David Brooks PAGE A31EDITORIAL, OP-ED A30-31

By MARK LANDLER and PETER BAKER

WASHINGTON — On the eve

of a long-awaited Senate report

on the use of torture by the Unit-

ed States government — a de-

tailed account that will shed an

unsparing light on the Central In-

telligence Agency’s darkest prac-

tices after the September 2001

terrorist attacks — the Obama

administration and its Republi-

can critics clashed on Monday

over the wisdom of making it

public, and the risk that it will set

off a backlash overseas.

While the United States has

put diplomatic facilities and mil-

itary bases on alert for height-

ened security risks, administra-

tion officials said they do not ex-

pect the report — or rather the

declassified executive summary

of it that will be released Tuesday

— to ignite the kind of violence

that killed four Americans at a

diplomatic outpost in Benghazi,

Libya, in 2012. Such violent repri-

sals, they said, tend to be fueled

more by perceived attacks

against Islam as a religion than

by violence against individual

Muslims.
But some leading Republican

lawmakers have warned against

releasing the report, saying that

domestic and foreign intelligence

reports indicate that a detailed

account of the brutal interroga-

tion methods used by the C.I.A.

during the George W. Bush ad-

ministration could incite unrest

and violence, even resulting in

the deaths of Americans.

Former Vice President Dick

Cheney added his voice to those

of other Bush administration offi-

cials defending the C.I.A., declar-

ing in an interview Monday that

its harsh interrogations a decade

ago were “absolutely, totally jus-

tified,” and dismissing allega-

tions that the agency withheld in-

formation from the White House

or inflated the value of its meth-

ods.
The White House acknowl-

edged that the report could pose

a “greater risk” to American in-

stallations and personnel in coun-

tries like Pakistan, Yemen,

Egypt, Libya and Iraq. But it said

that the government had months

to plan for the reverberations

from its report — indeed, years —

and that those risks should not

delay the release of the report by

the Senate Intelligence Commit-

tee. “When would be a good time

to release this report?” the White

House press secretary, Josh Ear-

nest, asked. “It’s difficult to imag-

ine one, particularly given the

painful details that will be includ-

ed.”
But he added, “The president 

White House and G.O.P.

Clash Over Torture Report

Security Risks Seen as Senate Prepares to

Release Details of Bush-Era Tactics

Continued on Page A10

CHANG W. LEE/THE NEW YORK TIMES

Demonstrators seeking a new inquiry into Eric Garner’s choking death staged a “die-in” on Monday at City Hall in Manhattan.

By JULIE HIRSCHFELD DAVIS

and MICHAEL D. SHEAR

WASHINGTON — As crowds

of people staged “die-ins” across

the country last week to protest

the deaths of unarmed black men

at the hands of police officers,

young African-American activ-

ists were in the Oval Office lodg-

ing grievances with President

Obama.
He of all people — the first

black president of the United

States — was in a position to tes-

tify to the sense of injustice that

African-Americans feel in dealing

with the police every day, the ac-

tivists told him. During the un-

rest that began with a teenager’s

shooting in Ferguson, Mo., they

hoped for a strong response. Why

was he holding back?

Mr. Obama told the group that

change is “hard and incremen-

tal,” a participant said, while re-

minding them that he had once

been mistaken for a waiter and

parking valet. When they said

their voices were not being

heard, Mr. Obama replied, “You

are sitting in the Oval Office, talk-

ing to the president of the United

States.”
For Rasheen Aldridge Jr., 20, a

community organizer from St.

Louis who attended the meeting,

it was not enough. “It hurt that he

didn’t seem to want to go out

there and acknowledge that he

understands our pain,” Mr.

Aldridge said in an interview. “It

would be a great mark on his

presidential legacy if he would

come out and touch an issue that

everyone is scared to touch.”

But Mr. Obama has not been

the kind of champion for racial

justice that many African-Ameri-

cans say this moment demands.

In the days since grand juries in

Missouri and Staten Island de-

cided not to bring charges

against white police officers who

had killed unarmed black men,

the president has not stood be-

hind the protesters or linked

arms with civil rights leaders. Al-

though those closest to Mr. Oba-

ma insist that he feels a new ur-

gency to capitalize on the atten-

tion to racial divisions, few dis-

pute that he is personally con-

flicted and constrained by the po-

sition he holds.

“We are really on a precipice of

either going in the right direction

or entrenching a very perilous ra-

cial divide in this country, so I

think he’s trying to harness that

and tread very carefully,” said 

Unrest Over Race Is Testing Obama’s Legacy

Continued on Page A22

By NICHOLAS CONFESSORE

Dozens of the Republican Par-

ty’s leading presidential donors

and fund-raisers have begun pri-

vately discussing how to clear

the field for a single establish-

ment candidate to carry the par-

ty’s banner in 2016, fearing that a

prolonged primary would bolster

Hillary Rodham Clinton, the like-

ly Democratic candidate.

The conversations, described

in interviews with a variety of the

Republican Party’s most sought-

after donors, are centered on the

three potential candidates who

have the largest existing base of

major contributors and overlap-

ping ties to the top tier of those

who are uncommitted: Gov.

Chris Christie of New Jersey, for-

mer Gov. Jeb Bush of Florida and

Mitt Romney.

All three are believed to be ca-

pable of raising the roughly $80

million in candidate and “super

PAC” money that many Repub-

lican strategists and donors now

believe will be required to win 

G.O.P. Donors 

Seek Early Call

On ’16 Nominee

Continued on Page A21

NANCE YUILLE

No one was hurt when a Los Angeles apartment complex under construction blazed on Monday. 

Inferno in the City of Angels

Catherine, Duchess of Cambridge, vis-

ited a Harlem children’s center while

Prince William went to the White

House. The couple also attended an

N.B.A. game in Brooklyn. PAGE A24

NEW YORK A24-29

The Duchess Goes Uptown

The price of crude oil continued to fall,

plunging to a five-year low — about $63

a barrel — as oil giants began to scale

back their drilling ambitions and pare

the ranks of their workers. PAGE B1

Price of Oil Dives Even Further
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January 
Check middlechurch.org for full details of all events.

Sunday Mornings
•	Wee Care (under age 4) – 9:30 am–2:30 pm	•	3rd Floor Wee Care
•	JAN	4	–	Youth Chorus Breakfast/Rehearsal – 10:00–11:00 am 
•	JAN	11	–	New Member Orientation Part 1 – 10:00–11:00 am

Celebration! Sunday Morning Worship at 11:15 am 
If you can’t be here in person visit middlechurch.org for the live webcast

•	JAN	4	–	Epiphany	•	“Rumor	Has	It”	•	Natalie	Perkins,	preacher	•	
Middle	Church	Choir	•	Communion	•	Family	Worship

•	JAN	11	–	VISION	SUNDAY	•	Baptism	of	Jesus	•	“Down by the 
Riverside”	•	Jacqui	Lewis,	preacher	•	Middle	Church	Choir	•	New	
Members Welcomed

•	JAN	18	–	Martin	Luther	King	Sunday		•	“You	Called	Me?”	•	Jacqui	
Lewis,	preacher	•	Middle	Church	Choir	•	MCJJ	Gospel	Choir

•	JAN	25	–	“Now	Is	the	Time”	•	Adriene	Thorne,	preacher	•	Middle	
Church Choir

Sunday Afternoons
•	The Ark (Grades K–6) – 11:30–12:30 pm	•	3rd Floor Studio
•	Chat & Chew – 12:30 pm	•	Sanctuary
•	Adult Education – 1:15–2:30 pm	•	Sanctuary
•	Village Chorus for Children and Youth – 1:00–2:30 pm

•	The Opening Act – 4:30–5:30 pm	•	Conference Room
•	JAN	11	–	Adult Education: Vision Sunday – 1:15–2:30 pm	•	

Sanctuary and breakout groups
•	JAN	11	–	MP Young Adult Leadership Training – 1:00–5:00 pm

•	JAN	11	–	New Member Orientation Part 1 – 5:00–5:45 pm •	
Community Room

•	JAN	18	–		MLK Sunday Teach-In for All Ages – 1:15 pm 
includes Third Sundays Being Groups:  
Erasing Racism, Middle Business Network,  
Mothers & Spirituality, Praying Dangerously

•	JAN	18	–	MLK	Sunday Freedom School Event – 2:00–5:30 pm •	3rd 
Floor Studio

Art & Soul Sunday Evening Worship at 6:00 pm 
•	JAN	4	–	Epiphany	•	“Prisoners	of	Hope”	•	Alisa	Joyce,	preacher	•	
Middle	Community	Chorus	•	Communion

•	JAN	11	–	Baptism	of	Jesus	•	“Hold	Your	Breath”	•	Jim	Kast-Keat,	
preachers	•	Middle	Community	Chorus	•	New	Members	Welcomed

•	JAN	18	–	Martin	Luther	King	Sunday		•	“You	Called	Me?”	•	Jacqui	
Lewis	and	Jim	Kast-Keat,	preachers	•	Middle	Community	Chorus

•	JAN	25	–	“Here	Comes	the	Reign of God”	•	Jacqui	Lewis,	preacher	•	
Middle Community Chorus

Weekdays This Month  

Mondays
Church Office Closed January 19 for Martin Luther King Jr. Holiday

Tuesdays
•	JAN	6	–	MCJJ	Gospel	Choir	Rehearsal – 7:00 pm	•	3rd Floor Studio
•	JAN	20	–	Pub	Theology	– 7:00–8:30 pm •	Jimmy’s No. 43, 43 E. 7th St.
•	JAN	27	–	Middle	Consistory	Meeting	– 6:30 pm •	Conference Room

Thursdays
•	Creative Writing – 6:30–8:00 pm	•	4th Floor Studio
•	MCJJ	Gospel	Choir	Rehearsal – 7:00 pm	•	Community Room
•	JAN 29 –	Upper	Room	Prayer	Group	– 6:30–8:00 pm •	Parlor
Fridays
•	JAN	2	–	Shoes	Off:	Ready	for	Miracles – 6:00 pm – Offsite – Regis-

tered participants should meet at the Church House at 50 East 7th 
Street at 6:00 PM. The bus will depart promptly at 6:30 pm. The bus 
will return to Middle Church on Sunday, January 4 at about 5:00 pm.

Saturdays
•	JAN	3	–	Shoes	Off:	Ready	for	Miracles – Retreat continues

Food Pantry Will Reopen This Month!
Our revitalized Food Pantry will begin serving the community 
on Sunday, January 25. Plans are underway to offer food twice 
a month on second and fourth Sundays. Volunteers are needed 
for setup, hosting, distribution, and cleanup, with different tasks 
beginning and ending at different times from 1:00 pm to 5:00 pm. 
For more information and to volunteer, contact Alisa Joyce at 
ajoyce@middlechurch.org. 

New Member Orientation
Sunday,	January	11	•	10:00	am or 5:00 pm

Part 1: Welcome and Connect — Information and conversa-
tion for those who joined the Middle Movement this month. 

The Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.  
Annual Teach-In for All Ages
Sunday,	January	18		•	1:15	pm

On MLK Sunday, Middle Church will host a system-wide teach-in 
on Dismantling Racism. Using media and the arts, our Freedom 
School, our Adult Education Program and our small groups will 
all participate in age-appropriate conversations on race.

Pub Theology: Beer and Hymns
Tuesday,	January	20	•	7:00–8:30	pm	•	Jimmy’s	No.	43	 
43 East 7th Street between Second and Third Avenues

Martin Luther once said, “God is at work, even when we are 
drinking beer.” We will gather to enjoy good drinks and good 
conversation about God, life, and everything in between. This 
month we will drink some beer (or wine or water) and sing some 
hymns. Best combination ever. Rsvp to Jim at jimkastkeat@mid-
dlechurch.org.

Upper Room Prayer Group
Thursday,	January	29	•	6:30–8:00	pm •	Parlor

This monthly opportunity to pray in community uses The Up-
per Room prayer devotional as its guide. Middle member Judith 
Brown-Leigh leads this group to deeper and higher places. 

Creative Writing Workshop
Thursdays	•	6:30–8:30	pm •	4th	Floor	Studio

Participants meet weekly in a supportive, creative, and fun envi-
ronment where ideas move from head to paper. Coordinated by 
writer and Middle member Harold Slazer. 

Middle Literary Magazine Needs You!
Submit your writing and/or art to our 2015 Literary Magazine! 
In keeping with the Leading Edge conference, the theme is “Race, 
Reconciliation, and Courage—Creating the World We Want.” Po-
etry, fiction, essay, art, photos, children’s work—even a video 
clip—are all welcome! Send your submissions to editor Carol 
Wierz bicki at litmag@middlechurch.org by February 8, 2015.

Watch Middle Church Anytime!
Visit our YouTube channel for worship music and sermon videos

youtube.com/MiddleNYC



Care Line For pastoral care emergencies, call the Care Line at 
917-439-9268 to leave your urgent message in the Pastoral Care 
Mailbox. A Middle Church pastor will return your call as soon as she 
or he is able. Only Middle pastors have access to the Pastoral Care 
Mailbox. All messages are treated confidentially.

 Rev. Jacqueline J. Lewis, Ph.D., Senior Minister

sanctuary 112 Second Avenue (bet. 6th St. & 7th St.)
office 50 East 7th Street (bet. First Ave. & Second Ave.) 
 New York, NY 10003
telephone 212-477-0666
care line 917-439-9268
website middlechurch.org
email middleinfo@middlechurch.org
follow us! facebook.com/MiddleCollegiateChurch 
 facebook.com/Rev.Jacqui.Lewis 
 vimeo.com/middlechurch 
 twitter.com/middlechurch 
 twitter.com/RevJacquiLewis

Middle Collegiate Church is a celebrating, culturally diverse, 
inclusive, and growing community of faith where all persons are 
welcomed just as they are as they come through the door. Rooted in 
Christian tradition as the oldest continuous Protestant Church in North 
America, Middle Church is called by God to boldly do a new thing on 
the earth.

As a teaching congregation that celebrates the arts, our ministries 
include rich and meaningful worship, care, and education that nurture 
the mind, body, and spirit, social action which embraces the global 
community, and participation in interfaith dialogue for the purpose of 
justice and reconciliation.

122 Second Avenue • New York, NY 10003

“When I craft my identity, who I want 
to be, what I want to be doing in the 
world, I more and more want to take 
my cue from this place. Not only is 
it a celebration of the Other, it is a 
celebration of “what if”—of what we 
maybe can become one day.” 

—Middle Member Isaac Bush


