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The Dairy Business Association Announces 2014 Access Symposium 

GREEN BAY, WI --- The Dairy Business Association (DBA) will be holding their annual symposium February 18-19 in Green 

Bay at Lambeau Field.  In the past, this event was called the “Expansion Symposium.” However, based on member 

feedback, the name and meeting format has changed.  The Access Symposium will focus on closing the relationship gap 

between producers and regulators through a set of interactive sessions with key state agencies the first day of the event. 

The second day will focus on best animal handling practices with a focus on “down cow” situations.        

Key State Secretaries will provide a “State of the Union” type address regarding current regulations facing producers.  

After each discussion, producers will have the opportunity to interact with staff members from each Secretary’s office.  

During these small group interactions, producers will have the opportunity to ask clarifying questions on policy 

implementation, share some of the challenges they face and work with the staff members to come up with collaborative 

implementation solutions.   

“Think about it an opportunity to sit down, one-on-one with regulators who want to hear your story, are open to your 

concerns and wish to seek common ground with you. This is an opportunity we usually don’t get,” said Laurie Fischer, DBA 

Executive Director. 

The current Secretaries committing to the meeting include  Sec. Stepp from DNR, Sec. Brancel from DATCP and Jimmy 

Bramblett - USDA NRCS State Conservationist (invited). 

“To implement regulations successfully, a common understanding needs to be developed between those being regulated 

and the agency staff doing the regulating,” said Secretary Ben Brancel. “I am pleased DBA is offering an opportunity for 

these interactive discussions to take place, and I look forward to connecting with dairy farmers at this event.” 

The following day, focus will shift to animal handling procedures with a primary focus on down cow situations. 

Presentations will be given to highlight the challenges around proper cattle handling, employee training and interaction 

with media when it comes to the improper treatment of animals by employees.  This will be a dynamic morning where 

producers will work in small groups to develop standard approaches for employee training and related matters so as to 

avoid any misrepresentation by activists as to the concern and affection they have for their cows.  

Of course, the trade show aspect will still be a huge part of this year’s Access Symposium. Trade show displays throughout 

the symposium will provide vendors and organizations the opportunity to showcase their products and services and will 

allow dairy producers to see the latest industry trends. 

The new dynamic format of the DBA Access Symposium is an event not to be missed, as it will focus on discussing current 

issues, interacting with key decision-makers and making a positive influence on factors impacting the future of dairy 

operations. For more information, visit www.widba.com or call 920.213.7588. 

 

 

http://www.widba.com/


 

About DBA 

The Dairy Business Association is an industry organization comprised of dairy producers, corporate as well as allied 

industry supporters. DBA promotes the growth and success of all dairy farms in Wisconsin by fostering a positive business 

and political environment. For more information about DBA, please visit our website at www.widba.com.  
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