
  
Other Desert Cities Audition Packet 

 
Director/:  Julie Ahasay, often given to fits of excitement, is beyond that over the opportunity to work with a group of actors on this 

witty, deeply moving play about a fascinating American family. Julie has directed The Secret Garden, Amadeus, The 39 Steps, The 

Royal Family, Almost, Maine and is currently at work on The Odd Couple for the Playhouse and "Red Moon Rising in the East" and 

"Fat Pig" at the Playground.  

 

Audition Dates and Times:  
 Saturday, January 18 from Noon – 3:00PM 

 Callbacks: Same Day, starting at 4:00PM  

 Auditions will be held at the Playhouse Conservatory (230 West Superior St; entrance on 3
rd

 Ave. West between Superior 

and Michigan St) 

 

If you cannot make these auditions please call Christine at 218-733-7551  

or seitz@duluthplayhouse.org to arrange another time.  

 
Sign up in advance in the Playhouse lobby for a 5-minute time slot or call the office for assistance at (218)733-7555. You may 

also sign up for a slot at auditions.  

 The Duluth Playhouse auditions are open to all actors and actresses, including those who may be auditioning for the first time 

and professional or Equity actors and actresses. 

 In recognition of your time and talent, every actor cast in the show (over the age of 18 and out of high school) will receive a 

$100.00 honorarium. We appreciate the fine performances you bring to the stage, and thank you very much! 

 Scripts are available at the Playhouse for checkout (a $5 cash deposit required – 3 day rental only). 

 

Rehearsal and Performance Information: 
Rehearsals will begin the week of April 7, 2014, Sunday through Thursday.  

The show will run from May 29 to June 8, performing Thursdays-Saturdays at 7:30pm, Sundays at 2:00pm. 

 

Audition Preparation: 
Please read the script, available in the Playhouse office. Take a close look at the following monologues in preparation: Brooke, pages 

50-51; Polly, pages 52-53; Trip, pages 42-43; Lyman, page 52; Silda, page 36. 

At auditions, you’ll be reading a monologue and some selected sides that will be available the day of auditions. 

 

About the Show/Characters 
In Jon Robin Baitz's OTHER DESERT CITIES, it’s December 2004 and Brooke Wyeth returns home to Palm Springs after a six year 

absence to celebrate Christmas with her parents, her brother and her aunt. Brooke announces that she is about to publish a memoir 

dredging up a pivotal and tragic event in the family's history – a wound they don't want reopened. In effect, she draws a line in the 

sand and dares them all to cross it. 

Every character is smart, quick-witted and deeply flawed. The parents are wealthy, well-connected Republican activists and friends of 

the Reagans. Lyman Wyeth, an actor known for his death scenes, has been state GOP chair. Polly, his wife and ferocious protector, is 

a forceful practitioner of tough love – with her children as well as her liberal, alcoholic sister and former screenwriting partner, Silda, 

now recovering from her latest round of rehab. 

Lefty daughter Brooke is a novelist who's been going through a rough patch of writer's block and a breakdown that involved a long 

hospital stint. She's home for the holidays, as is her younger brother, apolitical TV producer Trip. And she's brought her manuscript, 

snapped up by Knopf, which tells the story of her beloved, older brother's involvement in the fatal Vietnam War-era bombing of a 

military recruitment center, his suicide and their parents' responsibility for his actions. 

Character Breakdown 
Brooke Wyeth: Intelligent, tortured, dry-witted.  (Mid-30’s to early 40’s) 

Polly Wyeth: Tough, elegant, forthright and whip-smart. (60’s) 

Trip Wyeth: Bright, funny, TV producer. (Mid-20’s-early 30’s) 

Lyman Wyeth: A former actor. He’s sturdy and gentle yet very firm in his beliefs. (60’s-early 70’s) 

Silda Grauman: A wise-cracking, just-out-of-rehab mess with a lot of savvy and wisdom. (60’s). 



Audition Form 
Please fill this form out and bring it with you to the auditions. 

 
 
Name 

Home Address (Including Zip) 

Primary Phone #      Other Phone#    

 E-Mail: 

Age    Height   Weight   Hair Color  

Stage Experience   

 

Play (Show) Title:  Role:  Location (Theatre performed at):  Date:       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is there a particular role in the show you are most interested in?      Yes    No  

 

If yes, which one(s)? 

 

Will you accept another part if not offered any listed above?      Yes   No  

 

If you do not get a part, would you be interested in working on tech crew or backstage?   Yes   No  

 

Do you sing, dance, play piano or have other special talents? If so, please explain level of skill:   

 

 

 

 

 

Do you have ANY conflicts with dance classes, rehearsal or performance dates?   Yes    No  

 

Please list ALL conflicts below (be as specific as possible to dates, times): 

 

 


