
 

BCHSJS - SPRING 2015 
SUNDAY COURSE DESCRIPTIONS 

 
 

A Hebrew Language Experience:  Intermediate 
A Hebrew Language Experience:  Beginners 

grades 8-12   
grades 8-12     

Period 1 
Period 2 

 
 

Authority and Rebellion  
Rabbi Gary Hoffman 

grades 8-9      Period 3 

Do you listen to “authority” or are you more rebellious? Do you think it is okay to fight back against authority 
figures? What makes rebellious behavior seem so exciting somehow? How did Biblical personalities deal with 
issues of authority and rebellion? Come learn how our forefathers’ stories relate to contemporary teenage life 
in America. 

 

Crafting a Jewish Life  (Add’l Fee $60) 
Ms. Deborah Stack 

grades 8-12       Period 1 

Crafts (like knitting, embroidery, beading, and calligraphy) have a rich Judaic history. From illuminated texts 
to Challah covers, prayer shawls to wall hangings, we have found ways to enrich our lives visually for 
centuries. In this hands-on class, we will work our way through many of the fun crafts implemented 
throughout Jewish history, learning to knit, sew, and more. Each week we will work on a project and learn 
about its history. Throughout the class, you will begin building a collection of Jewish ceremonial objects, from 
menorahs to challah covers and more.  

 

The Ethicist 
Dr. Daniel Rynhold 

grades 8-9       Period 3 

You rent a house with some other students who give you permission to host a party.  After the party you 
discover that a housemate has borrowed a bike and left it in a downstairs hallway.  The bike has been 
vandalized, presumably by a party guest.  Given that no one will confess to the crime, are you responsible for 
the repairs?  Every weekend, the New York Times Magazine article The Ethicist takes a moral dilemma like this 
and offers an answer.  Taking some of the very same dilemmas as our starting point, we will explore what a 
Jewish perspective can add to the discussion.   

 
Follow the Leader:  Part II 
Ms. Bess Adler 

grades 10-11      Period 3 

It might just be semantics but is there a difference between being a Jewish leader versus a leader who is 
Jewish?  Participants in this unique course will learn the nuts and bolts of what our ancestors, our historical 
texts and our role models might say it takes to be a Jewish leader.  We will grapple together with the following 
questions: How are teens in Israel and teens in America prepared to be leaders in their communities?  Are 
there differences between how leadership is perceived in America and Israel?  Is Jewish leadership different 
from American leadership?  Come hone your leadership skills that can be used in your Jewish community and 
in your "secular" community by learning how to lead a discussion, manage your time, and deal with conflict 
resolution.  You will have the opportunity to meet with prominent American and Israeli leaders, as well as get 
to know your peer leaders in Israel and create life-long friendships.  Upon successful completion, participants 
will be awarded a leadership certificate. Some students will have the opportunity to travel to Israel on a 
Fellowship.  (Only students who were accepted to this call in the fall are eligible to continue with Part II.) 

 

From Apprentice to Beyond :  Learning from Great 
Jewish Leaders of Yesterday and Today 
Mr. Barnett Goldman 

grades 8-9       Period 2 

We will look at the greatest Jewish leaders of the world from yesterday to today.  We will explore what it takes 
to be a phenomenal leader and then work to build the same skills in ourselves through many hands on 
activities and training sessions.  Come learn how to become the “best of the best” and become a true leader! 



 
 

Game of Thrones:  Part II 
Mr. Michael Alweis 

grades 10-12       Period 2 

Join us once again as we dive deep into the world of Game of Thrones...and Judaism. Watch, listen and learn as 
we explore the incredible stories and parallels to all aspects of Jewish life. No prior knowledge of Game of 
Thrones necessary; also not necessary to have taken Part I. 

 

The Holocaust at the Movies 
Mr. Mike Alweis 

grades 10-12       Period 3 

Today, for most Americans (and many Jews), the phrase "the Holocaust" immediately brings up images and 
stories that come from Hollywood. In this class, we will watch and analyze these movies, and discuss what role 
film can or should play in the way that we think about this devastating event of our past. How do you think 
the Holocaust should be portrayed onscreen? Join our class and discuss. 

 

How the Grinch Stole Chanukah  
Ms. Avital Moss 

grades 8-9             Period 1 

‘Twas the night before Chanukah, boychicks and maidels. Not a sound could be heard, not even the dreidels. 
The holidays used to have such meaning before, but somehow the grinch stole it, or so is the lore. In this class 
we’ll take back our special days, to give them all meaning - of fun, history and praise. We’ll discover where the 
high holidays came from and why we have a Chanukah light. But until we begin, I wish you some tasty matzah 
and to all a good night. 

 

How to (Almost) Get Away with Murder 
Ms. Avital Moss 

grades 10-12       Period 2 

Murder, sex, violence, lies. The Torah is permeated with negative commandments that deal with the treatment 
of our fellow Jews and the world at large. Delve into the history of where it all came from and how to apply it 
to your daily life. 

 

Intramural Debate Club                  
Ms. Malka Lebovic-Alweis 

grades 8-12  Period 2 

Do you have a knack for debating? Are you a natural arguer? Do you have strong opinions? Are you always 
right? This club is for those students with passionate opinions to share. Only a select few students will be 
chosen to join this club and help inspire and influence others with their special gift. In this club we will learn 
about, discuss, and debate a variety of topics that have to do with different areas of our lives: Jewish, friends, 
school, global, etc. Some sample topics: Should all children be required to go to Hebrew school? Is a 
mandatory army draft (like the one in Israel) ethically sound? Do you have a responsibility to inform the 
teacher if your classmate is cheating on an exam? Should the legal drinking age be lowered? And much, much 
more! (Auditions required: they will be held during break on Sunday, December 14 and 21.) 

 

The Inquisition 
Mr. Mike Alweis 

grades 10-12 Period 1 

A thousand years of unprecedented peace and prosperity came to a screeching halt for the Jews of Spain with 
the coming of the terrors of the Inquisition. What was the Inquisition? Was Columbus Jewish? How can we still 
see the effects of this time period today? Are we living in the same situation as the Jews then - could the same 
thing happen in America? Come find out! 

 

It Always Sounds Better in Yiddish 
Cantor Orna Green 

grades 8-12 Period 3 

Jokes, songs, stories and yes…even curses – they all sound better in Yiddish.  For a taste of this rich and lively 
language, join this class.   We will learn basic conversation skills, acquire the right intonation, listen to some 
stories and songs by native Yiddish-speakers, and pepper it all with some of the juiciest “blessings” you have 
ever heard!   

 
 



 
 

It’s Up for Discussion 
Mr. Mike Alweis 

grades 8-12 Period 1 

In this course we will be exploring a variety of topics supported by traditional and contemporary sources. This 
is a discussion based class – your opinion matters! Everything is up for discussion! We will be exploring topics 
such as – is it ever okay to lie?, achieving satisfaction, ethics of guilt trips, making good use of time, 
competition, connecting to community, contemporary issues of privacy and much, much, more!  

  

Jewish Infused Improv:                         Beginners        
                                                                                          Intermediate 
                                                               Advanced 

grades 8-12  
grades 9-12 
grades 9-12 

Period 1 
Period 2 
Period 3 

Students in this hands-on, physically demanding workshop will learn collaborative improvisation skills based 
on their varying levels of experience, under the guidance of Black Box Studios' Artistic Director (and longtime 
BCHSJS instructor) Matt Okin and a collaborative team of teaching artists with extensive credits in professional 
theater.  Fully fleshed out scenes - both short form and long form improv - are created not from scripts, but 
from Jewish themes, notions, characters, and ideas that are introduced and analyzed at the start of each 
session.  Performance opportunities offered for the community and peers at the end of the year.    

 

Jewish Parodies 2.0 
Mrs. Heather Nover 

grades 8-12  Period 1 

You've heard of the Maccabeats...now it's time for the BCHSJS-beats!   In this class, we will create and perform 
parodies of popular songs based on Jewish concepts and teachings.  It is mandatory for students in this class 
to participate through writing AND performing these parodies! 
 

Jewish Thought Through the Ages – Part II 
(College Credit) 
Dr. Daniel Rynhold 

grades 10-12  Period 2 

This is a continuation from the fall semester.  Open to those who took the class first semester, and mandatory 
for those taking the course for college credit. 

 

Jewish Volunteer Corp:  
Documenting Our Jewish Stories 
Mr. Barnett Goldman 

grades 10-12  Period 3 

In the Jewish tradition, there is a mitzvah to honor the elderly.  In this service-learning class, we will learn 
together as well as be actively involved in volunteering with a group of seniors. Approximately half of our 
class sessions will take place (during school hours - transportation provided) at the Jewish Home Assisted 
Living in River Vale. We will build relationships with a group of seniors, learn their Jewish histories, and 
document them in engaging videos and picture montages. This class is for those who want to make a 
difference for the young at heart and build a bridge to the generations that came before us. (Limit: 10 students) 

 

Midrash Manicures  (Add’l Fee $45)  
Ms. Malka Lebovic-Alweis 

grades 8-12          Period 3 

If you like nail polish, nail art, manicures, and fun then this class is for you! In this awesome mix of art and 
learning, students will learn the week’s Torah portion and creatively express their own modern Midrash on 
their nails! Each week you and your friends will design your nails in all sorts of cool and artistic ways! 

 

Movies with a Message II 
Dr. Bruce Ettinger 

grades 8-9  
          

Period 3                                          

Whether it’s a night out with friends or a night with Netflix, we all love movies.  They give us a chance to 
explore new worlds, experience new things and see our own lives through the actions of the characters on the 
screen.  A good film leaves us with much to think about after it ends.  We will continue viewing clips from a 
variety of films from the 1980’s and 1990’s that will provide us with an opportunity to discuss issues that are 
very relevant to your lives.  We will continue looking at these clips through a Jewish lens.   
 



 
 

The Office 
Dr. Daniel Rynhold 

grades 8-9          Period 1 

This class will tackle serious ethical questions using the hit TV show The Office - which, like me, is also a 
recent immigrant from the old country - together with selected texts from the Jewish tradition. Using clips 
from the shows, we will find that in their own strange way, Michael Scott, Dwight Schrute, and Jim and Pam 
can teach us some valuable ethical lessons. Through discussing the clips and studying related texts, student 
will be encouraged to explore theological and ethical questions including the relationship between body and 
soul, how we confront death, and acting in accordance with the “golden mean.” 

 

Reconformadox 
Rabbi Gary Hoffman 

grades 8-9          Period 2 

What do the different branches of Judaism believe about God, Torah and Israel? How do they address mixed-
marriages, same sex marriage and the host of contemporary issues faced by Jews living in modern society? 
How are they similar and how do they differ? 

 

Rock of Ages 
Ms. Deborah Stack 

grades 9-12          Period 3 

Music is universally loved because people can relate to songs in so many ways! In this class, we will listen to 
different songs each week, from Katy Perry to Elvis, from Drake to Guns N' Roses, and find Jewish meaning in 
their lyrics and their melodies. There will be an opportunity for students to share songs of their choice with 
the class. 

 

Senior Seminar 
Mr. Barnett Goldman & Dr. Bruce Ettinger 

grade 12  Period 1 

Mandatory for all high school seniors. This course will challenge students to think about their own Jewish 
identity. Where do they fit in the American Jewish experience and how will religion play a part in their lives in 
the future? We will prepare you for the potential challenges you will face as a Jew on your college campuses, 
and also will help you process the end of a great journey through BCHSJS and your path following high school.  
You will create phenomenal projects for graduation, the school, and prepare for the life ahead of you while 
setting the groundwork for staying in touch in college and beyond.  

 

Small Miracles 
Ms. Deborah Stack 

grades 8-9  Period 2 

Aliens? Ghosts?  UFOs? Practically forever, unexplained phenomena have inspired powerfully inspiring (or 
insane) stories. Yet what are these terrifying occurrences, really? Perhaps they are alien, or perhaps they are 
miracles.  Miracles are an important part of Jewish history, from rainbows to the burning bush and beyond. In 
this class, we will read different modern-day miracle stories each week, finding inspiration and discussing 
real-life accounts of inexplicable occurrences.  

 

Spiritual Prayer 
Mrs. Heather Nover 

grades 10-12         Period 3 

You may know how to say some of the more common prayers and what they translate to - but do you know 
what they mean to you?  How do you feel connection to the prayers?  We will go over some of our prayers, 
examine the words and the meaning behind them, and figure out our own individual connections to the 
prayers. 

 

Step-by-Step Shabbat 
Mrs. Heather Nover 

grades 8-9 Period 2 

We will take an in-depth look at the Shabbat rituals and prayers from start to finish.  But don't worry - we 
won't be reading from a workbook - we will be exploring the topic through siddurim, texts, songs, music, 
videos, and arts-and-crafts. There's something for everyone! 
 
 
 



 
 

Tasty Traditions (Add’l Fee $60) 
Ms. Avital Moss 

grades 8-9  Period 3 

“London to Ibiza, straight to LA, New York, Vegas to Africa” As a wise woman once recognized, the Jewish 
people have been dispersed all across the globe. Learn about the diverse and rich traditions, while cooking-up 
some scrumptious cuisine from Jewish communities all over the world. 

 

World Faith Forum 
Rabbi Gary Hoffman 

grades 10-12          Period 1 

What do world faiths share with Judaism and how do they differ? The teachings of each major religion will be 
explored as well as atheism and fundamentalism. What has been each religion’s unique contribution to the 
world? What do they have in common? How do they differ? Guest clergy will be invited to address the 
students. 


