
 
 

Good evening, I´m Rev. Elder Hector Gutierrez, thank you for the opportunity to share with you 
today. I will only share one story, out of the hundreds that I could share, about how your contributions to 
the Moderator’s Circle transform lives around the globe. There are so many stories and testimonies I 
could share about  the difference that BE MCC is making in all the countries where we are present and 
in ones where we are not yet fully present. As you know, there is a desperate need and an eager and 
honest hunger for the good news of the liberating and radically inclusive Gospel in our world.  

 
As the Book of Genesis says: “God told Abram: “Leave your country, your family, and your 

father´s home for a land that I will show you. I´ll make you a great nation and bless you. I´ll make your 
name great; you´ll be a blessing”.  

 
Rev. Elder Darlene Garner and I bear witness of a similar story. 
 
Some years ago, we offered a Formation Event in Belo Horizonte, Brazil; all our folks from 

Brazil, Argentina, Chile and Uruguay received the invitation to attend. One person taught us a great 
lesson. Celio Carmago, who has the call to be a clergy person, but because he is gay not one single 
church was willing to accepted him. Celio had heard about our MCC Event in Belo Horizonte, and as 
Abraham did, he left his city with just a one way ticket for himself and his partner. 

 
With an empty wallet and from what he knew of MCC, he decided to answer God´s call through 

being a part of MCC. He decided that he would just have to trust and have faith, that God will take care 
of them in during the trip. They had a profound hope and a dream that God will take care of their lives 
too. They spent 38 hours by bus to go from Umuarama to Belo Horizonte. As we know, God is good all 
the time, and all the time God is good, the people that saw them on the journey, started offering them 
some food for free. God used the  cultural richness of the latino mentality of hospitality, of sharing even 
when you are not sure that you have enough for youself, to serve as ministering angels along their 
journey.  

 
Celio and his partner felt that day, when they arrived to our Event, that they were in the right 

place, that God would take care of their lives and their ministry.  Of course their way back home was a 
different story, because of your generosity and support to the Moderator’s Circle, we were able to 
purchase for them a return bus ticket and provide them with money to get something to eat. Because of 
you, we were able to stand in solidarity of God’s call on a gifted man and assit him in developing his 
ministry within MCC. 

 
 
  



Today, Celio is the Pastor of ICM Maringá  in Maringá, Brazil; and has opened a shelter 
named“The Mission House: ´Free Love.´” The Mission House is a residential home founded through the 
church. It is not difficult to find in this house of love, people being welcomed and treated with dignity. 
There is a smile on each face and hope in the eyes of all who pass through the House. 

ICM  Maringá welcomes all siblings from the LGBT community and also extends this same welcome to 
heterosexuals who are also suffering on the margins of society because of discrimination, prejudice, 
ageism, sexism, racism, and all other forms of intolerance. 

The lack of understanding by families in relation to sexual diversity and the individual lack of 
knowledge around STDS and HIV/AIDS, leads many young people to live on the streets, where they 
encounter drugs, sexual abuse and other manners of crime. MCC, through ICM Maringá and The 
Mission House, are now offering these young people hope for a future outside of crime and abuse. The 
Mission House and ICM Maringá offer as much help as they can through the limited resources that are 
available to them. Pastor Celio says that “It is our hope that as we live our lives and offer our ministry, it 
will inspire others to offer their lives  and their ministry  too.” 

In the House, people from the local community, and beyond can find temporary shelter, food, and 
connections to the labor market, as part of the social justice work of the church within the whole 
community of Maringá.  

Because of your belief in the movement, ministry and misson of MCC, this social justice work was born. 
And now it receives some limited support from individuals and corporations who can now see the needs 
of their fellow humans who need their help  and whose hearts have been opened to offer charitable gifts 
to those who are on the margins of society and who struggle to live.  It is through your faith and funding 
that Celio can partner with those who have opened their hearts and souls to provide succour to those in 
need.  

Can you see, how when our people, our siblings decided to BE MCC they are prepared to touch  and 
change lifes, even beyond our church walls; we are transforming, with our commitment and through our 
call, not just our members, but step by step other members of the general society. 

Your support, your commitment to the Moderator’s Circle is working miracles in so many lives. If you 
have not committed to the Moderator’s Circle, we need your support to continue this transformative 
ministry. And if you are a member of the Moderator’s Circle, please consider increasing your giving by 
as small as $5.00, as there are so many people who are in need of MCC´s ministry around the world. 
Through your support, MCC can create the same experience of Celio and his ministry in other places in 
Brazil and abroad. We can further God’s promise to Abraham, and create a great nation of believer’s 
and be  a blessing for so many in the world. 
 
 

 


